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SYDNEY WOODERSON

In this issue of the Gazette is an article about the most
celebrated 'Heathen of them all.

Now we have the chance of further celebration — the
occasion of Sydney’s 75th birthday and ofa book about him
by Times journalist, David Thurlow published last
September by the British Sports Association for the
Disabled.

In addition, it is no doubt time for us to include some kind
of summary of his distinguished career in the pages of the
Gazette and Club Record for future reference.

Here, however, it is appropriate to offer him
congratulations and to wish him continued enjoyment of a
life which is nowadays a different affair from the pace of
those running years of forty and fifty years ago.

No less busy, though. Having begun his retirement in
Cornwall and living now in Dorset, he is more than occupied,
as those who know him will readily believe, with activities
ranging from walking to theatre-going and reading. With his
wife Pamela, he keeps a fine, sizeable garden going which
they have built up together.

All Blackheath members will join in wishing them well.

The ‘eagle eyed’ amongst you should by now have spotted
last issue’s deliberate mistake. The athlete depicted on page
15 captioned ‘Thor Fox' was in fact Martin Lobb —
apologies to Martin — or should it be to Thor?



President 1989-90 D. R. Gillate.

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

1988/89 is likely to be a hard act to follow, not only because
of the dignified and conscientious excellence of my
predecessor, Ken Johnson’s Presidency but of the wonderful
year for British athletics in general and for Blackheath in
particular. By the time this Gazette is published we may have
some idea how well 1989/90 is likely to live up to it.

It happens that my own year has coincided with my fiftieth
of membership and, whilst there is nothing outstandingly
clever or virtuous in clinging for fifty years to an institution
for which you have real affection, there is appreciable
privilege in the backcloth it provides against which to set any
assessment of the Club’s present prosperity and progress.

In the long view, therefore, it is undeniable that “Fings
ain’t what they used ter be” in 1939 but it would be
a considerable surprise if they were. Neither “was they” in
1939, in fact, what they “used ter be” in 1989...but being
“different” need not imply being “inferior”. We have to
recognize that whilst fashions in dress and social behaviour
themselves change continually the patterns of our running
calendars have changed almost out of recognition, with the
elevation of athletics to that of a spectator sport headed by
the annual emotional phenomenon of the London
Marathon. What we make of ourselves within these changed
athletic and social patterns of our time is what counts.

In which respect | think most of the older members would
agree with my generally optimistic view of the Club in
1989/90. During the past twenty-odd years these loyal
helpers and well-wishers have had some uncomfortable
moments, forced at times to sit tense and helpless on the front
edge of their seats watching respect for Club customs and
traditions decline whilst indifference to the wearing of our
colours on or off the field increased. The age of “Do-your-
own-thing” was reflected as much in the Club as it was in
society at large and, as elsewhere, began to take itself
altogether too seriously.

Happily, that fashion appears to have passed. The charms
of the Kiss-me-Quick teeshirt in the Clubroom seem at last to
have begun to fade, giving way to wider even if not yet

universal use of the neat sweater, with or without the Club tie
and the shirt to carry it. The appearance ofteams in the field,
mercifully once again 'heathen rather than harlequin, moves
today’s spectator between delight and choking pride.
Anyone who watches our immaculate, elegant and gloriously
successful younger athletes competing will know exactly
what | mean by that.

Traditions are usually most mocked by those in no
position to create their own but, being almost unique among
similar clubs in having our own freehold home, they need
never be mocked by us. Their current rewards lie at one
extreme in the wonderful performance of our younger teams,
at the other in that of the Geriatrics in Hyde Park in
September and of athletes of all seasons, fields and levels
between those two. Such all-age versatility is impossible
without tradition, continuity, cohesion, Club Spirit — call it
what you will, we have it and should never either neglect or
underrate it. For it surely cannot be mere chance that the
elevation of our athletic fortunes should coincide with this
return of a perceptible new self-esteem.

“What?...this tie? It's Blackheath Harriers... You
haven’t? Well, it's generally acknowledged to be the oldest
club which....”

BLACKHEATH — DAY BY DAY

mOLYMPIC officials have launched an appeal to trace every
surviving British Olympic competitor since 1896, so that they
can be presented with a commemorative pin at a Royal
ceremony next summer. Research has indicated that 5,952
people have represented Great Britain in the Olympic Games
since 1896, Olympians are encouraged to contact Caroline
Searle at the British Olympic Association on 01-871 2677.
So get your suit pressed Jack.

SCOUSEGITSGONE

mPATTERSON and WHITE, possibly the most famous duo
spawned by Liverpool since Lennon and McCartney or more
recently Rush and Aldridge, have returned to Scouseland
having completed their foreign language studies (English) in
the capital. During the years Graham and Gary spent at
Blackheath, they performed admirably for the club both over
the country and on the track and any members who had the
good fortune to compete against them will know what terrific
competitors they both were. We shall miss their sardonic wit
and xenophobic soccer ribaldry as much as we’ll miss their
whimsical attempts to immitate the English language and
their passion for beating ‘southern ponces’. Graham has
been granted a transfer by the Fire Brigade to Elesmere Port
and Gary is a Sports Development Officer in Liverpool — or
something similar. Both will be competing for their local
clubs and will no doubt be crossing paths with Heathens once
more come the National. We wish them the very best of luck
with their respective obessions — Liverpool and Tranmere
Rovers. Tarra La!

TRY-ATHLETE

mNICK KINSEY master of Land, Sea and Cycle is
attempting his most challenging test to date — having come
to terms with the awesome first stage of— TRAINING for
the Triathlon by cycling, running and swimming hundreds of
miles per week he then turned his attention to the second
stage — TAKING PART in the triathlon — which he has
done with great distinction. All that remains is for him to
complete the third stage and get WRITING about some of
his exploits. We await with bated breath the article promised
for the last issue postponed through this issue but guaranteed
to appear next issue. Well definitely may be appearing if
only.. .etc. etc.



TELEGRAPHY
mFASCINATING to see the reprint of historic pages that
come with the Telegraph back in November. In the issue that
chronicled the Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima on
August 7th, 1945 came this report on a race highlighted in
the centre of this Gazette. | make no apologies for reprinting
it in full as it makes irresistable reading.

Andersson Wins Great Mile

By Bevil Rudd

A crowd ofjust over 52,000packed the White Cityyesterday to
see the two Swedes, Arne Andersson and Gundar Haegg, fully
justify theirformidable reputations.

Andersson beat Sydney Wooderson in the mile in 4min
8.Ssecs in one ofthe grandest races | have seen. It was the most
honourable of thefew defeats our champion has suffered.

He matched Andersson all the way with terrier tenacity and
sublime courage and confidence but he had not quite the youth
and physique to counter the Swede’s ferocious burst over the
last 100 yards.

.J. W. Alfordtook the leadfor thefirst 200yards. He was then
passedbyH. W. Pascoe. Andersson and Wooderson. Andersson
was in the lead after the first quarter (in 60.6secs) with
Wooderson hard at his heels.

Two-Men Race
These two gradually drew awayfrom the rest ofthefield, their
relative positions unchanged. The timefor the half-mile was 2
min 3.2 secs. So they sped on and entering the straight just
before the bell came thefirst thrill.

Wooderson tore past the Swede and had a three-yard leadat
three-quarter mile (3 min 8secs). Hisform wasfaultless and his
energy dynamic.

But so was his great opponent’s and down the back stretch he
seemed to be gathering himselfup like a watch spring ready to
unleash his remaining energies; andsure enough 20yardsfrom
the final straight he went all out, passing Wooderson in afew
strides andflinging rhythm to the winds.

Heflung his headfrom side to side and his arms worked like
pistons. His vigour was terrific. Wooderson summoned every
ounce ofstrength to close the barely three-yard gap but all he
could do was to prevent it widening and they sped over the line
in 4 min 8.8 secs. Wooderson's time was 4 min 9.2 secs.

After the race Andersson said that he thought Wooderson
would do 4 min 1 sec on a Swedish track. He speaks English
well and he and Wooderson were soon walking about the arena
in happy and lively conversation.

And in the issue that announced the death of Sir Winston
Churchill 25 years ago on January 25th 1965, came this little
gem; a certain B. O'GORMAN finished second to J. Hogan
in the Poly Harriers’ 9 mile championship in Richmond Park
— on the same day that Mel Batty was beating Ron Hill to
win an international cross country match in Spain.

mAT THE RECENT A.G.M. Winter captain Graham
Botley announced a number of merit awards to members
whose athletic prowess has been outstanding.

They included: Ponsford Trophy (Club Field Events);
Steve Oxlade, Hornall Trophy (Junior Field Events):
Andrew Elgy, Browning Trophy (Young Athlete,
performance and attitude): Kevin Hart, Jack Sims Salver
(Cross Country performances): Tim Nash, Lindsay Salver
(Track and Field performances): Spencer Newport.

Honours badges went to three seniors: David Heath
(1,500m for GB at World Student Games), Nigel Keogh
(400m Hurdles for Ireland v Scotland), and Spencer Newport
(5th in AAA Steeplechase).

Five Juniors were similarly honoured: Simon Cole (2nd,
Southern Counties Youths 800m), Lawrence Rogers (3rd,
Southern Counties Youths 400m Hurdles), Gustav Singer
(5th, AAA Youths 100m Hurdles), Danny Whitcombe (5th,
AAA Youths 1,500m Steeplechase) and Liam Bolson (1st,
Kent Youths XC Championships).
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mB.HH. Q. LTD.

WORK ON REPLACING the cottage roof, severely
damaged in the 1987 storm, has now been completed.
Members visiting Hayes will have noticed that the
opportunity was taken to remove the redundant chimney
stacks and thereby it is hoped reduce roof maintenance in the
future to a minimum.

Having completed a major external maintenance
programme to the Clubhouse, consideration will now be
given to other areas requiring refurbishment. However,
those members attending the AGM will have appreciated
that the Company reserves have been exhausted in
completing the tasks during the past year and it will be
necessary to build-up fresh finances before embarking on
any major works.

The Development sub-committee set up to consider how
the cottage might be adapted to best meet the future
requirements of the Club has held its first meeting. They have
taken an initial look at a number of ideas and further
meetings will explore the various proposals in greater detail.
Any suggestions from members would always be welcomed
by the Convenor P.P. Colin Brand.

Physicians Heal Thyselves! Drs. Watling and Hassall by
P. Calnan.

mALL BLACK-HEATHEN

P.P. PETER BAIGENT was surprised to receive a phone call
in September from lan Macley, in the UK. on a
business/vacation trip. lan a member of the editorial staff
during the 60’s has been living in New Zealand for many
years now. Brian Shurmer, who was at school with lan, was
also able to attend the meeting arranged for a few days later,
no doubt much reminiscing. lan hopes to meet some of the
Heathens attending the Commonwealth Games in
Auckland. We understand Graham Botley, another school
friend of lan’s, already has this in mind. However, we believe
lan is planning to extend his house around this time and will
be looking for labour, so be warned!

mSYNCHRONICITY
THE EDITORIAL STAFF would like finally and
unequivocally to quash the rumour that the last two
paragraphs of the President’s Message addressing the
delicate issue of sartorial ineligance had anything to do with
the following three purely coincidental happenings.
1. Ken Pike leaving Blackheath for Kent A.C.
2. Les Roberts handing over editorship of this Gazette (see
photo).
3. The present editor’s recent haircut.
Honest!






