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WINTER SEASON, 1987-88
EDITORIAL

Sometime ago I decided to rationalise the issuing of the 
Gazette to two a year to cover the summer and winter 
seasons. At least then, I thought, we could be sure of a 
regular output which possessed a certain logic even if it 
couldn’t be regarded as a vehicle for matters of immediate 
interest or concern. For a year or so that seemed to work but 
now it seems it is difficult to maintain even that limited 
frequency. I could, of course, stick to the timetable 
irrespective of content but I have always favoured 
maintaining a chronological sequence of events rather than 
working soley on availability of copy.

This time the timetable has slipped more than ever before 
because I had not been able to obtain key items, namely 
reports on some of the principal cross country events which 
this year are especially significant because the Club 
performed as well in them as perhaps we have ever done in 
our history.

Rest assured that after this latest experience the editorial 
team will be reassessing the whole Gazette production with a 
view to seeing once again if we can overcome the perennial 
problem of getting good copy in good time. Time and the 
next couple of issues will tell if we succeed in coming up with 
something.

We won a national award for our efforts a couple of years 
back and, as I understand it, would have been voted by 
“Running Magazine” best Club Journal in the land if only 
we had issued more frequently. One way to improve matters 
might be to have a permanent team of reporters/copy writers 
each with set objectives rather than relying randomly on 
Club individuals for articles and reports. If anyone out there 
feels he could fill such a role or has any alternative ideas then 
please do not hesitate to let me know.

Editor

NOTICE BOARD
Mail addressed to the following two life members:— E. C. P. 
Glaisher, O.B.E. (20.7.38), whose last known address was in 
Edgbaston, Birmingham, and W. van Eccles (3.10.38), who 
had resided in Marlow, Bucks, has been returned to the Club 
marked “not known”.

Similarly life members C. L. Mobbs (V.P.) (6.10.24) and E.
M. Saville ( 1.12.24) who have addresses in New South Wales, 
Australia have failed to reply to mail sent to them.

If anyone should know of their present address, please 
contact Mike Peel on 01-777 8291, or 29 St. David’s Close, 
West Wickham, Kent BR4 OGY.

If any member has any surplus Gazettes from previous years, 
would they please contact Brian Stone or Brian Saxton as 
they need these to complete a Club set.

Some issues will no doubt be received in duplicate so 
collectors who are looking for issues to make up their own 
sets may well find that these lads can meet your 
requirements for a small remuneration to Club funds.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,
Regarding the late V.P. Jack Orr who died recently.

I know he, like myself, had served at some time in the 
Territorials in the London Scottish but I only knew him in 
Blackheath. I have now been given further information.

He was a member of the London Scottish Cadet Company 
at the end of the 1914-1918 war. When the 1st Battalion of the 
London Scottish was formed in 1920 he joined and served 
until 1924. He joined Blackheath in 1926 and until 1939 was 
among a large body of London Scots serving and past 
members who were also Blackheathens.

After the war there were only three of us — Jack, Gavin 
Gardner and myself. He was made a V.P. in 1961. He was still 
a member of the Regimental Association at his death. At 
least three members of the Association were present at his 
funeral. He was also a keen Scottish dancer and was a 
member of Croydon Scottish Dancing Club.

Jack Clear

BLACKHEATH APPEAL FOR THE 
PARAPLEGIC OLYMPICS

The Blackheath team who ran in this year’s London 
Marathon for the Paraplegic Olympic Appeal raised a final 
total of £3,931. The venture was an outstanding success and, 
as the organiser, I should like to thank the 18 members who 
ran for the team and everyone who supported them. If the 
appeal is repeated in 1989 for a different charity, I am sure we 
can raise even more money.

Again, many thanks to everyone.
Bill Wheeler

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

WHAT ARE THEY UP TO NOW
Peter Stenning, and his wife, on their return journey home 
after attending the British League Division 1 match at 
Meadowbank, Edinburgh, called in for a very pleasant tea 
with life member, Stanley Bliss, who joined the Club on
7.11.32. Stanley, who now lives just outside York, was very 
interested in a copy of the Club History that Peter had with 
him, and especially a photograph included in the book of the 
Roll of Honour, which sadly bears the names of several of 
Stanley’s contemporaries, J. W. B. Cockburn, C. Cakebread 
and H. S. Smith amongst others. The evening was completed 
with Peter presenting a 50-year pot to Stanley.

SNIPPETS FROM PAST GAZETTES
Saturday, December 4, 1954

“Shipwreck” Dance
In view of the lack of information as to the time and place of 
the foundering it was not altogether surprising that the 
general impression made by the various costumes was that 
there had been numerous wrecks over a period of years, and 
one supposes that the survivors had reached a desert island.

Obviously some of the ancient mariners had sailed before 
the mast (or even before that) and had spent many a long year 
away from civilisation. Others appeared to be victims of 
recent disasters and had been caught in all sorts of attire — or 
sometimes without it. Alan Brent was fittingly rewarded as 
the doyen of the Ancient Mariners, and Mrs. Ackroyd was 
given the Order of the Bath for her gallant display in a 
particularly awkward predicament.



Judging by the assortment of senior service dress on 
display a ship of the Royal Navy must have come to grief at 
some time, though perhaps a mutiny might explain better the 
preponderance of gold braid.

Despite their having been all washed-up the company were 
enjoying life and had even got musical instruments to 
provide the music for the dancing. It is understood that the 
piano had been salved from one of the wrecks, which perhaps 
explains its tendency to stick, but we wonder whether one of 
the other instruments was made with the help of the ship’s 
cat.

Saturday, February 28, 1959
The Gay Nineties Dance At Hayes

Ma foi! Exquise! Ah! Ha! and other such Gallic expressions of 
masculine appreiation.

Mistinguette had nothing on the lady who gladdened our 
hearts with her cunning concoction of tights, corsets, bows 
and feathers. Ah! those feathers — not the ones au dessus — 
the others at the — shall we say it — dare we say it — 
derrie; e?

Stage door Johnnies in their sporty costumes — flannels, 
boaters and blazers much in evidence — paraded, fascinated, 
by those feathers. Ancient members, mumbling through 
unaccustomed sideboards and curling moustaches, felt 
memories of youth fanned by those provactive plumes — 
Quelle jeunesse!

A scarlet soldier, beads of perspiration at his brow, 
became as red as his own tunic as he planned advances. 
Really! Monsieur le Général! Only the Life Guard, clad in 
knee-length swimming attire, remained outwardly calm; but 
who knows what emotion stirred behind that badge dated 
1894? Quelle horreur!

The cold English phrases of the magazine report could not 
do justice to this pleasant evening, still less could they express 
the joie de vivre of the polka exponents and the gay abandon 
of the rock’n’rollers.

And only the French could describe that little tailpiece — 
Oh! la! la!

1954
We gratefully appreciate the gift of 25 pewter tankards for 
the bar. We are advised that there are two conditions 
connected with the gift. One, that the donor shall remain 
anonymous, and two, that the large tankard shall be reserved 
for the use of the Chairman for the evening. Thanks very 
much, Mr. Blank; we can imagine some healthy competition 
for the Chair if the President is unable to stay on for supper!

Those runners who follow the trail well, 
Have met on the seven a bad smell;
But whether it’s drains,
Or human remains,
I’m really unable to tell.

COVER PHOTO
Country life in Mote Park, Maidstone.

B.H.H.Q. LTD

The Directors meeting on the 22nd February 1988 marked 
the end of an era with the resignation of the Chairman after 
49 years service to the Company. Laurie Hammill became 
Company Secretary in August 1939 since when he has been 
concerned with initiating many of the numerous alterations 
and improvements that have been made to the Clubhouse.

Soon after taking over as Company Secretary in 1939 the 
Second World War broke out and in 1942 Laurie went off for 
military service and his duties were performed by Arthur 
Thwaites who as President throughout the war did much to 
sustain the Club during this difficult period. On his return in 
1947 after service in West Africa Laurie was to play an 
important part in paying off the Debentures raised to 
purchase and convert Club HQ in 1926. Assisted by a series 
of Derby Draws organised by P. P. Stanley Field this was 
satisfactorily accomplished by the end of the 40s. During the 
next decade he was involved in a number of general 
improvements to the Clubhouse. In October 1960 Laurie was 
made a Director handing over his Company Secretary 
responsibilities to P.P. Jack Sims in April 1961. In September 
of that year he became Chairman consequent upon the 
retirement of some of the more longer serving members of 
the Board. This it transpired would be the commencement of 
27 years in office during which many major alterations would 
be made to provide considerably improved facilities for 
members. Soon after Laurie became Chairman it was 
obvious from the buckets around the clubroom on wet days 
that all was not well with the roof, it prompted a soliloquy at 
Punch Bowl on January 1963. A Roofing Fund was 
subsequently initiated and after a number of appeals, of 
which Laurie played no small part, the money was raised and 
the building was watertight early in 1965. The next 
significant improvement the Company was to undertake 
involved the provision of new boilers, showers and heating as 
part of a modernisation programme, this work was done in 
1974/75.

It had been appreciated since the yearly J960’s that the 
Steward’s flat in the cottage had reached the end of its 
economical life and with the increased use of Hayes during 
the 1970’s the idea of extending was gaining support. In 1976 
a Development Sub-committee proposed an extension 
incorporating additional athletic facilities and a Steward’s 
flat above at an anticipated cost of around £24,000. With an 
expected grant from the Sports Council the Club was still 
faced with finding £16,000, a not insignificant sum at that 
time. A major proportion of this was raised by a Debenture 
issue similar to that of 1926. As the more observant members 
will know from the wall plaque the extension was opened in 
August 1979. Throughout the period of fund raising and 
construction Laurie played a vital role with wise counsel and 
a steadying hand, particularly during some difficult 
situations.

In more recent times Laurie has been directly concerned 
with provision of new cesspool facilities and the fire escape 
which was only completed at the end of last year. His cajoling 
for donations to pay for these improvements are perhaps 
only known to those members in receipt of such missives.

Members currently enjoying the facilities at Hayes have 
much to thank Laurie for and the role he has played in 
improving and modernising the clubhouse to meet present 
day needs. He has provided a great service to the Club and his 
49 years with the Company is unlikely to be surpassed. To 
mark his retirement from the Board he was presented with a 
memory telephone by his fellow Directors. P.P. Peter 
Baigent, a Director since 1971, has been elected Chairman to 
succeed him.
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OVER THE COUNTRY

Jerry Barton and Alan Guilder follow eventual winner Chris Robison, Royal Navy (secondfrom right) in the "Southern”. Results on 
page 8.

CROSS-COUNTRY REVIEW

Looking backwards... over the 87/88 season, the only regret 
of the cross-country secretariat is that the quality and depth 
of the reporting will probably not match the quality and 
depth of the performances last winter.

These are certainly good times at first-team level. As it 
becomes ever more difficult to get into the first team, rising 
standards are reflected in steadily more impressive results. 
Solid performances in the County and Southern 
Championships were followed by a superb 3rd place in the 
National, equalling the best ever placing in the Club’s 
history, achieved exactly 40 years ago by a team including 
Sidney Wooderson, Jack Braughton and Alan Brent; 
another 3rd in the Southern 12-stage road relay, the best so 
far in the history of that event; and the first ever national 
team title in the 10 Km road championship at Hemel 
Hempstead.

Away from the elite ranks, we triumphed in all three 
traditional Mob Matches, notably not through the efforts of 
first-teamers but the solid middle order and the tail-enders, 
the backbone of the Club. However, the result against 
Ranelagh leaves us no room for complacency — a numerical 
disadvantage was overcome, but a recount was required and 
left nothing to spare.

One special mention for a year-long visitor from Sydney, 
Australia, sports medicine specialist Mark Jones. He has 

4

performed regularly and to a consistently high standard, 
crowning his time with us by lifting a 3rd team medal in the 
National. As he prepares to return home, he is ‘replaced’ in 
our ranks by a Sydney club-mate, Michael Trinca, also here 
for at least a year. Welcome Michael, and thank you Mark — 
come back whenever you can!

... And looking forward — hoping that a re-vamped 
fixture list will provide a full range of competitive racing at 
all levels on country and road this coming winter. We are 
looking for greater participation in Club Championships 
and Handicaps, record turn-outs in the Mob Matches (the 
best so far — 128 v South London in ’86) and still better 
results in the Southern and National Championships — both 
on the country and the road.

Finally, a traditional plea. If you are a member of this 
Club, you don’t have to be invited to take part, you can 
insist! Make the most of your fixture card, plan ahead and get 
into the action!

KENT CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE 1987/8

In this mild and muddy season these three races were pretty 
typical. The first, at Hoo early in the season to avoid a heavy 
wet course, came at the end of several days rain which 
intensified as the race progressed, the wind driving that rain 
almost horizontally. Richard Coles seemed to enjoy it more 
than most with one of his best runs for some time.



24th October 1987

1.

2.
33.31

3.
33.38

4.
33.57

Crystal Palace

The second race at least had sunshine, but had hills to go 
with the mud although this was parkland rather than the 
endless plough of Hoo. Tim Nash, as one of only four 
runners this season to finish a league race before Invicta 
closed in, led our twenty participants in — perverse as ever at 
this far end of Kent we had only two less than at the final 
“home” fixture! That final fixture was on our post-hurricane 
plough that I suspect made the earlier courses seem, in 
retrospect, quite easy; again the sun shone to give the illusion 
of a fine Spring day. Invicta completed their clean sweep in 
both the normal league and the Duodec but it was good to see 
our club having a good league season. It has taken us six 
seasons to manage a top three placing in the Duodec league, 
indeed this is only the second time we have scored in all three 
races: not since 1973/4 have we made third in this main 
league.

Now for the team management, having got your act 
together, next season you have to do it on four occasions! But 
hasn’t your correspondent always stated that the club needs 
to use the Kent League to gain cross-country success (see 
20th February)?
Hoo 10th October
N. Brawn (IEK) 30.46, A. Reid (Dar) 31.02, M. Brameld 
(IEK) 31.13,6 (6) R. Coles 31.43, 18 ( 13) M. Colpus 32.51,26 
(18) P. Ward 33.55, 30 (21) M. Watling (B) 34.00,31 (22) K. 
Pike 34.01, 35 (24) M. Lawton (B) 34.10, 43 (29) D. Hassall
34.32, 52 (34) P. Calnan 35.18, 68 (43)S. Ridgewell (B) 36.23, 
(82) (47) K. Daniel (C) 37.14,96(55) J. Bailey (B) 37.54,(104) 
(59) M. Russell (C) 39.16, 127 W. Clapham (B) 40.46, 161 J. 
Brown (B) 48.49, 165 finished.
IEK 13, GEC 75, Dar 80, BH 81, Med 103, Cam 103,12 BH B 
229, 31 teams. Duo: IEK 191, BH 371, Med 434, 7 clubs. 
Individual placing shown ( ).
Hythe 28th November
M. Gratton (IEK) 31.06, M. Stickles (Ton) 31.26, (2) T. Nash 
31.35, 14 (13) R. Coles 32.56,15 (15)M. Colpus 33.09,24(21) 
P. Hamilton 34.01, 28 (23) D. Williams (B) 34.12,37 (30) P. 
Calnan 34.51, 39 (32) D. Hassall (B) 35.08, 46 (36) G. 
Patterson (B) 35.25, 64 (45) K. Daniel (B) 36.15, 69 (49) G. 
White (B) 36.30,79(58) J. Phelan (C) 36.53,85 (61) P. Barlow 
(B) 37.09, 87 P. Betts (C)37.16,98 J. Bailey (D) 37.54,111M. 
Athawes (D) 38.33, 119 S. Capey (D) 39.03, 122 J. Kelly (C) 
39.07, 132 P. Barrington-King (C) 39.47, 146 W. Clapham 
(D) 40.32, 155 W. Wheeler (C) 41.01, 160 S. Parsons (D) 
41.40, 191 A. Musson (D) 45.31, 203 finished.
IEK 16, GEC 53, BH 56, Ton 87, Dar 93, Med 103,10 BH B 
177, 19 BH C 420, 27 BH D 474, 39 teams.
Duo: IEK 204, BH 385, GEC 435, 9 clubs.
Hayes 6th February
M. Gratton (IEK) 35.08, J. Wigley (IEK) 35.22, B. Roydon 
(Med) 35.33, 8 (7) M. Jones 36.13,12 (10) R. Coles 36.46,29 
(17) P. Calnan 38.37, 30 (18) M. Colpus 38.42, 32 (20) N. 
Kinsey (C) 38.48, 43 (27) D. Hassall 39.16,49 (31) J. Phelan 
(B) 40.02, 51 (32) G White (B) 40.06, 53 (34) K. Daniel (D) 
40.18, 57 (36) M. Watling 40.32, 80 (49) P. Betts (B) 42.10,87 
(52) P. Barlow (B) 42.32, 100 J. Bailey (C) 43.34, 124 W. 
Wheeler (C) 45.38, 129 M. Crisp (B) 45.50,131 W. Clapham 
(B) 46.04, 146 S. Parsons (D) 47.26, 159 R. Wood (D) 49.34, 
167 R. Green (C) 52.09, 169 D. Hopgood (D) 52.29, 173 A. 
Musson (C) 53.53, 177 B. Todd (D) 55.50, 181 finished. 
IEK 12, GEC 61, Med 72, BH 79, Dar 85, Ton 123, 13BHB 
267, 19 BH C 423, 25 BH D 527, 31 teams.
Duo: IEK 169, BH 334, Med 340, 6 clubs.
Final leagues:
IEK 324, GEC 303, BH 289, Dar 284, Med 280, Ton 272, 11 
BH B 216, 21=BH C 108, 28 BH D 66, 46 teams listed. 
Duo: IEK 60, BH 57, Med 53, Dar 50, Tun Wei 45. Other six 
clubs did not always score.

BLACKHEATH HARRIERS CROSS COUNTRY RELAYS

Sparrows Den 19th September, 1987

1. Boxhill Racers
2. Cambridge Harriers
3. Invicta East Kent
4. Brighton & Hove
5. Blackheath ‘A’

67.32
67.56
68.07
68.29
69.00

R. Coe 11.48 W. Foster 10.59
R. Coles 11.30 P. Calnan 11.37
K. Pike 11.40 M. Colpus 11.26

17. Blackheath ‘B’ 74.43
S. Thompson 11.38 K. Daniel 12.06
P. Barlow 12.41 S. Freemantle 12.43
S. Ridgewell 12.51 R. Cliff 12.44

25. Blackheath ‘C’ 78.27
M. Field 13.57 J. Clare 13.03
D. White 13.23 M. Cronin 12.27
J. Taylor 13.11 B. O’Gorman 12.36

26. Blackheath ‘G’ 78.47
M. Athawes 12.42 J. Kelly 12.51
J. Phelan 15.00 P. Barrington-King 12.37
Not Known 12.31 Not Known 13.06

30. Blackheath ‘D’ 84.49
S. Parsons 13.40 M. Green 13.18
R. Green 15.19 R. Charlwood 14.52
R. Ebbutt 13.56 P. Rissen 13.44

31. Blackheath ‘F’ 85.03
W. Wheeler 13.19 A. Musson 14.26
M. Allen 17.02 R. Morris 13.09
S. Carey 13.43 J. Bailey 13.27

35 teams closed in.

ECCU ‘NATIONAL’ CROSS COUNTRY RELAY

Results
Shaftesbury (K. Mills; J. Goater; J. Sherban;
M. Williams) 33.16
Birchfield (R. Harrison; A. Laukham; N. Appleby;
A. Salter)
Stretford (S. Alexander; P. Tootell; K. Rothwell;
N. O’Brien)
Blackheath (J. Barton; W. Foster; C. Tulloh;
T. Nash) 

5. Bingley (G. Grindley; M. Crewe; C. Moore;
M. Hawkins) 34.06

Bill Foster heading for a very special end to his cross country 
season.



BLACKHEATH HARRIERS v SLH MOB MATCH MIKE SULLY CROSS COUNTRY RACES

31st October, 1987Hayes

1. M. Jones 48.59 77. W. Clapham 60.26
2. R. Coles 49.05 79. J. R. Turner 60.38
3. L. Roberts 50.17 82. M. Peel 61.09
5. K. Pike 51.26 85. B. Wilson 62.02
7. P. Calnan 51.41 86. R. Ebbutt 62.07
9. M. Watling 52.05 87. C. Kelly 62.32

11. P. Ward 52.32 88. R. Hilton 62.38
12. D. Williams 52.34 89. P. Metcalfe 62.46
13. R. Coe 52.53 90. D. Crake 62.52
14. D. Hassall 53.07 91. P. Rissen 62.59
17. M. Cronin 53.33 92. S. Cluney 63.01
22. N. Colvin 54.10 93. R. Turney 63.01
23. G. White 54.13 94. C. Rowe 63.01
26. N. Davidson 54.39 95. R. Chambers 63.01
27. S. Ridgewell 54.45 97. B. Hartley 63.13
28. A. Tilley 54.49 99. R. Wood 63.19
29. R. Cliff 54.51 101. N. Keogh 63.47
30. M. Jackson 54.53 102. A. Grace 64.04
33. G. Spencer 55.07 104. J. Routledge 64.28
34. P. Barlow 55.12 108. J. Braughton 65.19
35. K. Daniel 55.16 110. S. Parsons 65.51
36. M. Colpus 55.29 112. K. Dryland 66.08
39. J. Phelan 55.52 113. E. Sullivan 66.08
41. D. Freemantle 55.58 114. T. Dovey 66.24
42. P. Shepheard 56.00 115. M. Gasson 66.32
43. M. Ellison 56.07 116. J. Kelly 66.43
44. P. Barrington-King 56.16 118. M. Martineau 66.48
45. M. Lawton 56.17 119. A. Pontipex 67.03
47. J. Taylor 56.44 120. D. Hopgood 67.07
48. J. Bailey 56.53 121. M. Field 67.17
49. P. Austridge 56.54 122. A. Musson 68.00
50. B. Sadler 57.00 123. D. Brookes 68.22
51. B. Leahy 57.05 124. S. Davis 68.49
52. I. Young 57.10 125. J. Brown 70.23
54. G. Patterson 57.26 129. D. Wilcox 71.02
56. P. Betts 57.51 131. C. Peck 71.54
60. W. Wheeler 58.05 134. M. Hill 75.38
62. F. Neal 58.18 136. P. King 80.13
63. D. Croll 58.24 137. B. Graham 80.25
64. M. Athawes 58.32 138. D. Tingey 80.28
65. M. Lodwig 58.46 139. J. Bennett 80.33
67. A. Kilgour 59.12 140. C. Brand 81.43
68. M. Williams 59.15 141. D. Johnson 83.49
69. S. Capey 59.28 142. P. Long 87.53
71. G. Riggs 59.45 Result
72. J. Robinson 59.45 1. Blackheath 1813 points
74. S. Rutherford 59.59 2. S.L.H. 2051 points

Devon domiciled but still turning out for the Heath, 
Bill O’Donnell.

Bristol 1st November, 1987

The Mike Sully races are a series of cross country races for all 
ages which take place at Ashton Court, Bristol each 
November. The course is perfect for fast running and the 
senior race is one of the classiest to be seen this side of 
Christmas.

It was, therefore, somewhat disconcerting to read in the 
race preview in Athletics Weekly that “Blackheath... should 
also be challenging” — shome mishtake here shurely as I was 
having enough trouble working out if we had enough 
runners just to close a team. Fortunately we did have the 
required four team members but a “short” eight mile S.L.H. 
Mob Match for two of them was not ideal preparation for 
such a classy event.

The start was reminiscent of some of the continental 
fixtures our members might have encountered, where you 
find yourself sprinting flat out just to maintain a mid-field 
position. Jon Richards controlled the race to win 
comfortably by ten seconds. Our runners did not cope so 
well. Jerry Barton felt his lack of mileage contributed to his 
slightly disappointing 20th place, while Bill O’Donnell was 
still suffering from the after effects of a cold. Bill is now 
working in Devon but has very sensibly decided to remain 
with Blackheath. If some of us complain about the toughness 
of our own club courses we might do well to reflect that, 
because of the rugged terrain in his area, Bill is doing rep 
sessions in a local cow shed — the only flat place he can find!

Steadily improving Mark Colpus performed well for 45th 
showing his victory in the Club Five was well earned. Pat 
Calnan put in a desperate last half mile to avoid coming 
outside the top hundred.

1. J. Richards (Cornwall) 24.14; 2. D. McNeilly (Bristol) 
24.24; 3. B. Knight (Torbay) 24.29; 20. J. Barton 25.28; 40. 
B. O’Donnell 26.21; 45. M. Colpus 26.26; 94. P. Calnan 
27.46.

Teams
1. Bristol 36; 2. Westbury 116; 3. Boxhill 134; 7. 
Blackheath 199.

SOUTH OF THAMES JUNIOR 
CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS

Swindon 14th November, 1987

An enthusiastic band of Heathens set off on the long journey 
to Swindon only nearly to be thwarted by British Rail as the 
train ground to a halt at Slough — they had forgotten to fill 
up the locomotive at Paddington. Nonetheless spirits were 
high as the course at “The Lawns” was surveyed in time on a 
bright, clear yet cold afternoon.

The usual charge set off up the first testing hill (so much for 
the name) which becomes very “slippy” on the third circuit 
of an enjoyable course that was far more testing than it 
looked with various rises in woodland, a large hill and soft 
going.

Heathens in various stages of fitness got stuck in, none 
more so than young Damon Williams who, as a genuine 
Junior by age did well to place 40th out of nearly 200 seniors 
and the old man of the team Ken Pike who pushed through 
steadily to more than halve his previous best placing in the 
event. (Its only Junior in that good runners such as our 
‘Southern’ winning team are barred, hence Ken can still 
claim to be a ‘Junior’ Vet).

Thanks to the eleven who made the trip — a good 7th place 
was recorded — and to the three Heathens (Messrs Wilson, 
Athawes and Brent) who were there to support in their roles 
as general helpers as well as being ex-presidents of the South
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ofThames Cross Country Association, a body whose aims of 
promoting cross country for club runners, rather than stars, 
are always to the fore. Without its commitment cross country 
would not survive.

Excellently organised by Swindon A.C. with superb cream 
cakes and teas after, this type of race reflects the essence of 
the sport.

(5.1 miles)
1. P. Hennessey Windsor 27.24
2. K. Penney Box hi 11 27.38
3. J. Chaston Belgrave

Blackheath Results:—
27.53

20. K. Pike A Team 28.52
22. M. Colpus A Team 28.54
40. D. Williams (J) A Team 29.49
51. D. Hassell A Team 30.15
62. G. Spencer 30.30
77. M. Watling 31.06
90. S. Ridgewell 31.42

110. P. Barlow 32.44
115. M. Athawes 32.56
119. P. Barrington-King 33.05
dnf T. Cross (J) —

(158 finished) plenty dropped out! 
Teams:

who had run this course many times commented that it was 
the worst conditions yet. My shoes died but as the “final” 
result was a win for us Heathens, they will be awarded a 
posthumous V.C. Shoes were sucked off by the ooze; mud 
was up to the knees in places and over the ankles everywhere 
else; it was cold and misty and dark at the finish. On the last 
cruel climb, because of the gathering gloom, you could only 
see white Orion vests ahead which was very depressing. 
But we were there. After the commununal shower in the 
big bath; soup, tea, cakes and sandwiches tasted like 
never before. The results proved to be a headache. We were 
told by Orion on the day that we had won narrowly. I was 
phoned on the next day to be told we had lost by a tiny 
margin. Then on club night, three days later, it was 
announced we had won by a few hundred points after a 
recount. Heathens ran this race regardless of their normal 
event. It was a great team effort. Special mention must be 
made of Stan Ridgewell who ran a blinder while waiting for 
his hernia operation. With blood trickling down my face 
from a tree which attacked me and with mud between my 
teeth flicked up by the runner in front, I thank Bill Wheeler 
for insisting on my support — but not a lot.

1. Boxhill 25; 2. Aidershot 35; 3. Reading 77; 7. Blackheath Harriers 133; 17. 
Blackheath Harriers ‘B’ 377. (2nd ‘B’ Team) (24 teams closed in).

Let the results tell the rest.
J.E.T.

1. D. Barlow 49.15
2. P. Hamilton 49.25
3. P. Filler 49.52

Further Blackheath
1. G. White 51.23
8. J. Phelan 51.34

10. R. Coe 51.37
12. J. Bounds 51.42
13. G. Patterson 51.48
14. M. Cronin . 51.51
16. G. Spencer 51.57
17. S. Freemantle 52.07
22. K. Daniel 53.27
23. R. Barlow 53.32
24. S. Fitzcosta 53.33
25. S. Ridgewell 53.37
28. J. Clare 53.56
29. J. Bailey 54.06
30. N. Colvin 54.12
32. D. Ellison 54.25
34. J. Taylor 54.32
37. B. Leahery 55.01
38. S. Rutherford 55.12
39. D. Crull 55.14
42. J. Turner 55.41
43. D. Flagg 56.00
44. P. Austridge 56.05
46. J. Kelly 56.11
47. B. Fisher 56.13
50. P. Shepheard
53. B. Wilson 56.44
54. D. Crowdson 56.48
56. M. Reynolds 57.03
58. P. Metcalf 57.14

Result

59. B. Clapham 57.42
60. J. Turner 57.43
62. D. White 58.00
64. M. Ludwig 58.03
65. W. Wheeler 58.26
67. S. Capey 59.10
68. R. Hilton 59.33
71. M. Martineux 60.11
76. M. Keogh 60.58
77. A. Grace 61.05
78. G. Plank 61.20
81. R. Wood 61.32
86. S. Hill 63.00
87. R. Ebbutt 63.11
91. A. Musson 63.35
93. G. Crowder 64.06
97. P. Davis 66.02
98. D. Brooks 66.03
99. D. Hopgood 66.16

100. D. Crake 66.24
103. B. Todd 67.35
104. J. Brown 68.00
106. P. Lovell 69.47
107. D. LarcoiiiOe 70.50
112. D. Johnson 76.33
113. B. Graham 76.43
115. J. Bennett 77.11
117. D. Alvin 80.14
118. C. Brand 81.04
119. D. Tingey 82.00

1. Black heath Harriers 3182
2. Orion 3494

SOUTHERN CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS

Another busy winter for Pat Calnan. Trent Park 9th January, 1988

BLACKHEATH v ORION MOB MATCH

Chingford 5th December, 1987

Don’t It Make Your Green Socks Brown?
Definitely the stuff to tell grandchildren about, by the fire, in 
the winter of our lives. This was real English cross country. It 
was trench warfare not a race course with a few straw bale 
obstructions. We were led out at 3 p.m. to a quagmire called 
the start. Oh! yes, I have been asked to mention Pete 
Barlow’s new weekend sport — mud surfing—but without a 
board. After all the pre-race discussion about spikes/studs/ 
flats — waders/wellingtons were the only real choice. People (237 finished)

Boys
1. S. Poore Team Solent 18.56

11. J. Murray Black heath 20.01
28. A. Draper Blackheath 20.41
40. G. Riggs Blackheath 20.48
80. R. Weatherstone Blackheath 21.24

145. A. Algeo Blackheath 22.38
149. S. Agnew Blackheath 22.44
172. N. McDonald Blackheath 23.09
204. D. Stickles Blackheath 23.43

(272 finished)

Youths
1. N. Campbell W inchester 23.08

18. L. Bulsom Blackheath 24.36
165. M. Green Blackheath 28.04
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