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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

It is a great honour to be asked to be your President and I 
have accepted as it gives me the opportunity to serve from the 
highest office for the year 1987/88 all members of the Club.

For nearly 40 years, since I joined, the Club has been very 
special to me, as it is to many other Heathens.

Following in the footsteps of previous Presidents and 
officials, my aim for my year of office is the furtherance of the 
esteem of the Club in the world of athletics. To achieve this, 
however, discipline, effort and perseverance will be required 
from all members — President, Past Presidents, Vice 
Presidents, Officers and right through to the youngest Colt. 
Your aim must be to commit yourself to perform to the 
highest degree possible. Remember, the Club is a team and 
your individual achievement is high reflection on the Club. 
Regardless of these demands enjoy your activity and the 
comradeship which is a special feature of this Club.

With such a resolve of intent by all, the Club will achieve 
great things in 1987/88. The motto and Club clarion call still 
subsists — PERSIST AND ENDURE.

P. G. STENNING

WHAT A PRICE A LIFE?

Dear Fellow Heathens
When I first joined the Club nearly forty years ago the 
provision of a fire escape at Hayes was a constant topic of 
Douglas Tingey’s conversation. Quite frankly, on this issue, 
he made little impression on the young members who 
attended the Clubhouse and it is evident he made no impact 
on the Club elders of the day. Perhaps the issue wasn’t so 
burning. After all, members attending were smaller and there 
were far less social functions.

As I sat in the Clubhouse and enjoyed the fellowship and 
festivities this Christmas — particularly the Christmas 
Supper and the Boxing Day event — I was content that, in 
respect of the fire escape, the Club, through B.H.H.Q., had 
finally met their obligations to all users.

The cost was near enough £9,000 made up as follows:—
Installation........................... £7,500
V.A.T................................... 1,000
Fees...................................... 500

£9,000
By the time you read this, the account rendered will be 

settled. Of course it’s a lot of money but nothing is cheap 
today and it will be money well spent if the exit is ever used in 
earnest.
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The money to pay for it so far has come from Club Funds 
and two sources of donations, either direct to the Club or 
B.H.H.Q. (£3,000) and a most splendid donation of £2,000 
from the ladies of B.H. Social Club who in recent months 
have also provided cutlery and a high powered vacuum 
cleaner as well as performing so well their other usual 
supportive functions. I take this opportunity to thank all 
contributors most sincerely for the £5,000 so far donated.

Now the rather chilling aspect of this matter. As the 
balance of £4,000 has been met direct from Club funds — a 
sum which normally would be channelled into other 
important Club activities such as coaching, equipment and 
the maintenance of the Clubhouse (which is for all 900 
members to enjoy) that money is not now available. Further­
more, the expenses of the 1988 track season will still have to 
be found. Last year they amounted to over £3,500 and it is 
estimated that the figure for 1988 will be nearer £4,000. As 
the finances now stand the Club’s reserves, which are 
certainly not unlimited, will have to be tapped. It should be 
remembered that B.H.H.Q. can only rely on the Club for it’s 
income — there is no other source.

So, yes, this is another appeal for funds and is directed at 
those members who haven’t recently contributed that bit 
extra. I ask you to remember how much you can get from the 
Club; to assess it’s worth and to send your cheque payable to 
Blackheath Harriers either to me at the Clubhouse or to the 
Treasurer, Ian Young at 72 Copers Cope Road, Beckenham, 
Kent BR3 1R3.

Thank you.
Peter Stenning 

President

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

* Would anyone who knows the whereabouts of the 
following life members please inform Mike Peel on 01- 
777 8291, or 29 St. David’s Close, West Wickham, Kent 
BR4 0GY. These members have had no contact with the 
Club for some time and have not replied to letters sent to 
their last known addresses:— Cornish, L.V.; Crump,
D. P.; De Berry, D.F.R.; Kirby, A.H.M.; Owlett, G.; 
Wilcockson, I.N.

* The following members received their 50-year pots in the 
Presidential year of D. L. Gregory:—
Butler, L. D. 28.09.29; Chappell, A.G. 02.10.33; Clark., J. 
P. 01.02.37; Fumiss, J. 02.05.33; Gardner, G. A. 
13.12.32; Harden, C. B. E. 05.11.34; Horn, F. A. 
28.09.29; Noaks, C. C. 01.11.26; Paige, J. F. W. 06.01.36; 
Peachy, C. À. 11.10.19; Pugh, G. P. 13.08.34; Trafford, L.
E. 03.05.37; Wooderson, S. C. (P.P.) 14.12.31; 
Wooderson, S. J. 14.12.31.

It will be noted that presentation of many of the pots 
was long overdue, but Derek, with the assistance of P.P.s 
Harold Thompson and Johnny Walker, took a keen 
interest in rectifying the position.

Life members, Stanley Bliss and J ack Oxland who have 
been members for over 50 years, have kindly sent 
donations for Club funds.

* It has been decided to have bound all the back numbers of 
Athletics Weekly, and Jim Bailey has kindly agreed to 
carry out this work. We therefore require all the back 
numbers of Athletics Weekly prior to 1950, and copies 
from the undermentioned years as we do not have 
complete sets:

Would you please ask members to contact Brian Stone, 
who will arrange for collection, if necessary.

1950 1951 1961
1962 1963 1970
1971 1972 1973
1974 1976 1977

HON. SECRETARY’S REPORT

Mr President and Gentlemen,
I have the honour to present the 118th Annual Report of 
Blackheath Harriers for the year ending 30th September 
1987; during the year we have maintained our position at the 
top of British Athletics and at the same time continued to 
look at our future to ensure that the Club adapts to the needs 
of its members and athletics in general.

Our membership figure as at the end of September was 950 
and whilst this is lower than 12 months ago it reflects a more 
accurate figure of paid up members.

During the year we elected over 150 members and deleted 
or received the resignations of over 200. There were three 
deaths during the year and we learned of another two from 
1985.

F. J. Pearce joined the Club in 1925 and was a Life 
Member; Jack Stevens had been a member since 1919 and 
was made a Vice-President in 1947; P. H. Francis was a Life 
Member who joined in 1922 being made a Vice-President in 
1964; V/P H. R. Howard and C. V. Sparrowe both passed 
away in 1985 but it was not until this year that the news 
reached Hayes.

Moving on to the athletic side of Club life, whilst our 
results may not have been as high as the previous year we 
have nevertheless consolidated our position and broadened 
our base of talent for the future.

Over the country we started on the Championship trail 
with 8th place in the South of the Thames Junior 
Championship and later in the season in the Senior race we 
were not so well placed but Gary Arthey .was 3rd individual.

In the Kent County Championships held at Maidstone we 
finished 4th, with Alan Guilder 4th but at that time unable to 
score as a team member. The Colts finished 2nd with 
Anthony Draper 1st and Jonathan Murray 2nd. The 
Veterans were runners up in their County Championships 
with Les Roberts the individual winner.

In the Inter Counties Championships held at Leicester, 
Alan Guilder representing Kent finished 39th and Tim Nash 
representing Yorkshire 111th. In the younger age group 
Anthony Draper finished 2nd and Jonathan Murray 27th in 
the Colts A race.

Although we did not retain the Southern Championship 
our 5th place at Parliament Hill was nevertheless a very good 
result and a placing considerably higher than we have seen in 
recent years. We again retained the Camden Cup. In the 
Junior race, Gary Arthey was 12th; the Youths team finished 
29th.

In the National Championships at Luton, the performance 
was again very satisfactory with a placing of 24th, Jerry 
Barton leading home the team in 34th place. Excitement ran 
high in the Junior race when Gary Arthey was challenging 
the lead but although his final placing of 17th was a personal 
disappointment it earned him a well deserved Honours 
Badge.

We finished 5th in the Kent League whilst the Colts won 
their age group in both the Kent Colts Boys and Youths 
Leage and the HHH YA League.

The Southern Veterans Championships saw the over 40s 
finish in 4th place with 3 to score and 2nd with 6 to score; V/P 
Jack Braughton was 2nd in the over 65s age group.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

Cover Photo
David Taylor (right) brought us new strength in the 
steeplechase. When he stops running in lane 3 and 

falling in the water he should be inside 9 minutes.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
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In the National Championships the Club was 14th in the 
over 40s age group and 12th in the over 50s.

In our own Championships the silverware was well 
distributed with Bill O’Donnell taking the 7’/2, Tim Nash the 
5, with Gary Arthey the Junior trophy, Pete Anderson 
retained the Vets title and Alan Tilley won the 10.

We almost dominated the mob matches this season with 
victories over SLH at Coulsdon, Orion at Hayes but when it 
came to entertaining Ranelagh in January the Gods 
intervened presenting me with a personal dilemma, but a 
mid-week course inspection showed a covering of several feet 
of snow and no sign of a thaw. At our recent Club Dinner the 
Ranelagh President closely inspected the Pelling Ratcliffe 
Trophy to ensure we had engraved it correctly this time 
(older members will recall 1963).

We showed the black strip outside of these shores with our 
annual excursion to Belgium where Jerry Barton finished 8th 
in the International Race. It was our pleasure to reciprocate 
the hospitality shown to us when A. V. Roeslare joined in our 
cross-country relay, diplomatically finishing 6th one place 
behind our A team. Once again John Hills produced a 
superbly organised event; our thanks to him and his team. 
Thanks also to Jim Phelan for his continued organisation of 
our Schools Cross Country Race.

On the subject of thanks we should never forget the Trail 
Layers, an essential ingredient of our cross country season. I 
believe that at long last they have some new blood in their 
numbers and I am sure they will always welcome more.

The Maryon Wilson swimming trophy went to Rob Farish 
but the Frankeiss Cup saw no new holder with us as runners 
up again.

The conclusion to the Winter Season saw Peter Hannell 
retain the Johnson Bowl.

Held in wet conditions, the Southern Counties 12-stage 
relay at Wimbledon started well with Tim Nash bringing us 
home in the lead at the end of stage 1 but we gradually 
dropped to 16th.

The BGs performed again in Hyde Park and this year had 
10 finishers in the Sunday Times Fun Run.

Although the Ted Pepper 7 attracted a lower entry than 
previous years Les Roberts did well to finish 2nd with 
newcomer David Taylor 8th and Pat Calnan 9th giving us 
3rd team place. Thanks are due to Simon Parsons for his 
organisation.

Continuing on the road, the Club Marathon 
Championship was won by John Beck with Richard Coles 
2nd and Pete Ward 3rd.

Our road running efforts need greater co-ordination if we 
are to feature in prize lists but regardless of performances the 
invaluable spin off to such efforts is the creation of Club 
spirit — well worth it I would suggest.

The Veterans won their age group in the Bruges 25km; 
victories being recorded in a 10km at Biggin Hill and in the 
Forbanks 10 where Pat Calnan was 2nd and the 4th 
individual respectively.

Les Roberts was 3rd in the Kent County half-marathon 
championship, Gary Arthey was 6th in the Erith 10km and 
won a 10km in Surrey Docks. Paul Betts won the 20km in 
Boulogne.

I apologise for any notable performances that have been 
missed.

We now come to our success on the track and in the field. 
Although it has been a crowded international season we 

kept a slightly lower profile no doubt getting ready for the 
1988 Olympics. Injuries have sidelined some, the lure of 
foreign parts attracted a few and age finally overtook some 
others.

Nevertheless we probably received more TV coverage than 
if we had constituted 50% of the team in the World 
Championships.

To mark the 50th Anniversary of Sydney Wooderson’s 
world mile record, Gary Spencer conceived the idea of a 
celebrity mile race. This materialised with a handicap mile 

included in the IÀC Miller Lite meeting at Crystal Palace : 
which Sydney and a number of his contemporaries were 
invited as Club guests. In the mile handicap, the Club was 
represented by Alan Guilder, Chris McGeorge, Dave Hearr 
and Mike Laws lined up against the likes of Steve Cra'cn. 
Mike Boit and Jack Buckner. The event proved very popular 
with crowd, the Press and TV commentators alike.

Phil Davies also showed Club colours on TV when he linee 
up against World Champion, Ben Johnson, at Crystal Palace 
in an invitation 100 metres.

In the AAA Indoor Championships, the Shot was won 
Graham Savory and Warren Caswell was 3rd in the Hij~ 
Jump which gained him an Honours Badge.

In the UK Closed Championships highest placings woe 
gained by Warren Caswell with 5th in the High Jump a;; 
Phil Davies 5th in the semi-finals of the 100 metres.

Outdoors in the Southern Championships, Alan Guilder 
won the 10,000 metres and an Honours Badge whilst Phi 
Davies was 3rd in the 100 metres.

In the Kent County Championships, there were 5 winners 
in the Senior age group, 5 in the Junior and 2 in the Youths

In the Kent Relays the Seniors won the 4 X 400 and the 
medley; the Young Athletes took another 5 first places.

Club records have regularly been bettered particularly _r 
the younger age groups and it it encouraging to see some x 
the Senior long standing records being removed.

In the British League we kept well clear of the relegati;; 
zone and finished 5th. Our B and C teams both finished 19th 
in Division 1 and Division 4 of the Southern League.

The Club did not manage an appearance in the GRE Cup 
Final; however, it retained the Sward Trophy. In the Readin; 
Trophy we were 2nd and a similar position was recorded in 
the Bracknell Relays.

The Young Athletes had another very successful season, 
going from victory in the Eastern Premier Division to 2nd 
place in the National Young Athletes Final at Birmingham 
with 38 medals being won in 77 events. In the Kent Boys an; 
Colts League all Division 1 Championship titles were 
retained.

Whilst success on the country, road, track and in the fiel; 
comes from the athletes themselves it cannot be achieved 
without the work put in by Gary Botley, Andy Frankish an; 
John Powell and their respective teams of assistants.

The Club’s affairs have continued to be recorded in a mos: 
entertaining manner by the Editor of the Gazette and his 
team but the highlight of the Club’s journalistic endeavours 
is the reappearance of the Courier thanks to the efforts of 
Bill Clapham.

Each year the support we receive from the Social Club 
proves invaluable and this year has seen the gift of a starter; 
PA system for Norman Park, the re-upholstering of chairs 
new tablecloths and cutlery together with a commitment of 
£1,000 towards the new fire escape to match the Club's 
efforts; a disco was held and we have benefitted from the 
provision of refreshments at Hayes and Norman Park.

Looking at the less glamorous side of the Club activities 
the Committee has met on a regular monthly basis to deal 
with Club business; in addition sub-committees have deal: 
with particular facets of Club life.

During the course of the year a questionnaire was 
circulated to all paid up members over the age of 13 resident 
in the UK to ascertain the views on whether further 
consideration should be given to admitting women to 
membership, merging with Bromley Ladies AC and related 
to these issues, changing the Club’s name. The Committee 
considered the response was sufficient to set up a sub­
committee encompassing most points of view to discuss the 
practical implications of such issues. The Sub-committee has 
met twice and has also held an exploratory meeting with 
Bromley Ladies to learn their views.

Some members have evinced concern over the mere 
discussion of such issues. Flowever, the Club has been in 
existence since 1869 and has survived, whilst others have
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disappeared off the athletic map, by having the perspicacity 
to foresee the changes happening in our sport and acting in 
advance of, rather than responding to them.

P/P A. Brent has continued to represent our interests on 
Bromley Sports Council. Like many other members Alan 
serves on numerous other bodies and committees in various 
capacities but mention should be made this year in that he is 
President of the South of the Thames Cross Country 
Association in their Centenary year and President elect of the 
ECCU. Not wishing to monopolise presidential offices P/P I. 
Smith is in his term as President of Kent County AAA.

A Club the size of ours with its many diverse and varied 
interests and pursuits relies on the goodwill and good offices 
of many members to undertake the numerous tasks required 
to ensure that everything runs smoothly. One cannot 
overlook the fact that there are far too few people doing too 
many jobs. However modest you may consider your talents 
there is always scope to assist in some area of the running of 
the Club. I urge you to consider this; the more the load is 
spread the easier it is for everyone.

In conclusion I am grateful to you Mr President and all the 
officers of the Club for the help I have received during the 
past twelve months — my second term as Secretary of 
Blackheath Harriers.

D.D.

Ilford Relay 19th October 1930. Arthur Holland takes over 
from Laurie Hammill.

TRACK & FIELD 1987

BRITISH LEAGUE DIVISION ONE

INTRODUCTION

It would be fairly safe to say that 1986 had been the 
Blackheath Harriers first team’s most successful season to 
date. It was a season in which we finished fourth in the 
league, obtaining our best ever individual result on the way 
with a third at Wigan, and was rounded offby a sixth place in 
the GRE Cup Final. Accordingly the targets were set for 
1987, a place in the top three of the league being the main 
priority.

Before the first match at Portsmouth it had become 
evident that we would be without some of the stars of‘86’ for 
most if not all of the 1987 season. Daryl Brand had since 
married and emigrated to New Zealand, while our other 
international Javelin thrower Peter Yates was handicapped 
by injury which limited the number of competitions he could 
throw in. Things were made worse in the throws department 
when our most prolific points scorer Graham Savory 
suffered the misfortune of a stress fracture in his foot.

On the plus side however the team had been strengthened 
by the arrival of Commonwealth Games bronze medalist and 
World Student Games championship Chris McGeorge, who 
with Tim Foulger would form a formidable partnership in the 
800m. In Tim’s old event the high jump we welcomed Warren 
Caswell, who in his first few outings in club colours made 
quite an impact on the indoor scene. The middle distance 
section was further strengthened by the arrival of 
International Alan Guilder, who in one of his first races was 
to win the Southern Counties 10,000m, and Davids Taylor 
and Heath. And so on to the action.

Nigel K eogh and Andrew Hodge obviously enjoyed their season..
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